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These letters contain brief news :items compiled

1. "Temporary peace has fallen on Escuintla, where for the past four weeks Z—since
mid~-December 1953;7 there had been unauthorized seizures of lands exempted

2.

from the agrarian law.

Alfons

Arbenz
claims

carried out by peasants spurred by the
For example, the Communist newspaper
principal page one dispatch as follo
ates Expropriations before the Gro

The tension remains, howevers" The decision of Major

rt{hez, head of the National Agrarian Degartment, to remain in Escu-
intla for a week while investigating these excegfes upon orders of President

contributed materially to bringing qu
that Mart{nez' investigation so-far

. The newspaper El Espectador
ows that these excesses have been
ortations of the Communist leaders.
una Popular, 29 Dec 53, headlines its

¢ 'National Agrarian Department Acceler-
g Demand for Land.' The dispatch explains:

'Before the growing demand of the/farm workers for immediate delivery of land
before the sowing season, especfally in the San Marcos zone, the General Con-

federation of Labor has urge
count and do something aboup” these lands.'

he National Agrarian Department to take into ac-
El Espectador says the investiga-

tion so far has been a fa¥lure because of the aggressive attitude assumed by

the Communists towards |

1y

Mart{nez came face to face with the Communist deputy Carlos Manuel Pellecer,

who previously had been in Escuintla for one week. On the second day of Mar-

tinez' investigation, the DAN chief and Pellecer held a private conference
after Martinez heard the complaints of farm owners whose lands had been in-

vaded.

friendly terms.

that was said was not divulged but appdiently both men met on

The DAN chief and his assistants, after Escuintla, were

scheduled to go to San Marcos, Quezalte ngo, Retalhuleu,Suchitepequez, as

well as Alta and Baja Verapaz. Martin

said that he was not disposed to perpft abuses under the agrarian law.

said in some cases the mandate of
said that in the partitioning of

was quoted by Espectador as having

He

e lav has not been respected. Martinez
e lands that priority would be given to

the ‘arrendantes,' then the 'moZos colonos' and finally to peasants without
land. He said in this way al)’the problems of Escuintla would be solved.
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The Communist tactics have been to threatgp“fhe 'colonos' to join the local
agrarian movements. Their lands would pe’given to people from other districts.
Martinez asked for the cooperation of 41l classes and said that those who dis-

not permit any violations.

3. "The Communist activity in Escuintla has been led by Pellecer and Gabriéi%ﬂame .
Local agrarian committee heads who accompanied Pellecer to the meeting with -
the farm owners and Martihez, explained the invasions so far had been carried
out under the terms of Decree T12, providing for the forced renting of lands. \
According to El Espectador all the authorities of Escuintla department who
have anything to do with the distribution of lands are Communists or fellow-
travelers from the Governor, Colonel Corleto, down, and nothing has been done
to control the excesses. There vwere reports that Arbenz' own fineca 'Le Cajén'
had been violated by the 'agrarian ristas.' Some speculation has arisen that
Arbenz might welcome the expropriation of his farm. Espectador added that :
the situation in Escuintls department is grave because the distribution of {
land there so far makes it apparent that the department is being converted i
into an experimental socialist Soviet since the majority of those benefited
are affiliated with the Communist Party and others who do not hide their Com- ‘
minist sympathies. Espectador cited the case of the finca 'Mauricio' owned i
by the Melville brothers and said from that farm eight caballeriBs of a total

Arbenz in ordering this expropriation had declared the remainder of the property i
exempt. However, agrarian invaders seized four more caballerfas, two of them
Planted with cane sugar and two with forests planted 15 years ago. The forests i
were being destroyed by the invaders vho converted the trees to charcoal to sell !

lands then were claimed by peasants as uncultivated lands subject to the
agrarian law. The farm owners, however, replanted the lands to sugar cane
which in turn was seized and worked by the invaders.

sador John Peurifoy in TIME for 11 Jan 54. THe newspaper Impacto (10 Jan 5.)
gave prominence to these declarations which id, 'Public Opinion in the US
might forece us to take some measures to ppévent Guatemala from falling into
the lap of international Communismn. Ve .annot permit a Soviet republic to be
established between Texas and the Panama Canal.' TIME added that although
Peurifoy declined to say what possib¥e measures he had recommended to Washing-
ton, 'it is a fact that Guatemala vérely has more or hand than eight days'
supply of gasoline.' A spokesmaqffor the US Ambassador said the statement

was not authorized and was a.bad’interpretation of the Ambassador's opinions.

5. "Similarly, these same quarters protested the sypposed declaration of US Ambas~
4{

6. "The two federations cabled VWiley in Washi ton protesting his declarations,
adding, 'The workers and the peasants ofGuatemals are disposed to defend the
conquests and the democratic regime thét presides over the destinies of our
country.' Ferndndez Foncea said heAfould take before the Guatemalan Congress
the declarations made by Wiley asflell as those made by Peurifoy.

7. "The official newspaper Diario de Centro erica, commenting on these develop-
ments, said, 'Imperialism is not invip€ible.— Guatemala—has—force in energy
T 7 suificient enough to face the imperiglistic calumnies.’
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8. "In Vashington the past week to pack up his belo égngs before returning to Gua-
temala to become Foreign Minister, Ambassado
ence after bidding President Eisenhower fa.
press conference he said: 'It is not trp€ that ve are a Communist country,

agrarian law.' Toriello also bade.f
this had a 90-minute conference A%
Afterwards Toriello said that he
tions with Guatemala and the U
Wiley speech with Smith.

Under Secretary Walter Bedell Smith.
ected a 'clear improvement' in the rela-
He .denied at that time he had discussed the

9. "The National Coffee Office amnounced the 1952-53 coffee crop totalled 1,237,
894.67 quintales, down 61,975 from 1951-52. The 1952-53 crop was valued at
Q65,713.365, down Q5,359.457 from 1951-52. Significantly e i

Guatemglals. . DRQAlc L on. cane.- Auring the first year of the soccalled
agrard Law. Impacto of 7 Jan 5 expressed the belief that the de-
Ggrarian relorm. Zzpacto

creased production is due to abandonment of some coffee farms. The official
figures showed the government has had no success so far in its efforts to in-
crease markets for Guatemelan coffee other than the US. Of the last crop the
US took 1,054,673; Germany, 53,219; Belgium, L1,239; Holland, 37,713; Sweden,
25,679; Italy, 6,995; France, 5,278; England, 159; Spain, 3, and Japan, .67
quintales. It is notevorthy that Guatemala's production principally came from
26 farms where the production was five thousand quintales; 12 farms with a
production of 7,500 quintales; and nine farms where the production is in ex-
cess of ten thousand quintales. :

100  "The Ministry of Agriculture predicted that- the 1953-54 crop would be as large
as those of the recent past years. He said the new Crop cannot be less than
the previous year and discloseftﬁpd% for the 1952-53 year there had been a
la:ger production expected but is did not come' about.

11. "The Escuintla election result vwas unsuccessfully appealed to the National
Electoral Board because of alleged fraud which won the post for the absentee
Communist candidate,»GabrieIN@amey, who was in Moscow during the election.
As a result of the appeal Camey has bBeen unable to take his seat but the
Communist leader Deputy Carlés_Manuel Pellecer has been attempting to put
Camey into office despite the fact the &lection has not been approved by the
election authorities. Pellecer's efforts have been protested to the board.

Subsequently the board ruled ih‘Camey'sifavor. He took office immediately
after the ruling. Urged on by Communist agitators crowds of people had
gathered in La Unidn rark demanding that Camey be seated;and reinforced
police squads turned out to keep the crowds under control.

e R A ot

l2. "Impacto calls the government of President Arbenz ‘chaotic,' and points out
that in the Pan American Rirvays warehouse are packages of medicine ordered
and paid for by the government costing 700 quetzales, but still there after
many months because officials do not want to pay Q20 for the air freight.
In the central customs office there are various pieces of medical equipnment
all paid for by the various government agencies but not removed for failure
to ‘pay the freight rates and concluded, ¥There is not doubt, Sefor Presidente,
that your subalterns do not wish to work. You will not get anywhere with
this class of people, and your name will go down in history as a governor of i
good intentions but without practical realizations.'

13. "The Partido de la Revolucion Cuatemalteta is holding its first national con-
vention over the week end Z—ZO Jan _7 and some heated debate was expected
to come from discussion of the pgrty manifesto which places the party almost
side by side with the Communist Guatemala Labor Party. e

1. "The newspaper Lz Hora of 12 Jar 54 headlidbd the manifesto- 'PRG identified
with the Communist Party.' The menifesgib says ‘the Guatemala Revolution Party
is not alone' in the 'constant fight 40 maintain and strengthen the creation
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of the democratic forces. The Guatem “Labor Party has coincided with the
democratic end rewolutionary 1life of6ur party and its leaders have been actively
interested in fortifying the unitp’of the democratic forces to preserve the
country from the threat of inter¥entionists that currently faces it, The pro-
duct of this interest was itp”establishment of & 'united front of the masses!
which is a new force designBd to solve the prodlems which face the leaders them-
selves under the nationsl democratic front. )

15. "The statement cherges an internationsl conspireyy” exists against Guatemala, attacks
the opposition press in Guatemala as traltorg; accuses its collesgue in the
national democratic front, the PAR, of hav ':fg weakened the netional front and
cells on the Renovacidn Nacionsl to str?é:hen its internal situation so as not
Yo further weeken the nationsl fromt, It urges & strong national front to solve
the not too distant problem of presidential succession, arguing that the candidate
cannot be the representative of anybne party but of &ll the parties of the coe-
lition. The PRG called for fulfilfment of the program of the Arbenz government.

- The menifesto pointed out the nsfional congresses are shortly to be held for the
General Confederation of Labordrs of Guatemala and the National Feasants Federea-
tion and calls on thess orgapizations to collaborate to win the wnity of the
democratic forces in Guatepéla. S .

regorm could be a unifying influence in

been utilized to satisfy party or
irst eight months of 1953 the egrarian
political favoritism,

16, "The manifesto sald that the agrarian
the Guatemala Revolution btut that it
factionel interests, and during the
reform wes seriously threatened

17, "The political partisanship in Guatemala department has become so flagrant that
the Governor of the province called & meeting of the 16 mayors to urge less
politics and more attention to administration, Meanwhile, the temporary gover~
nor of Xelaju, Manue]?égaricio, Pegennini, celled upon the authorities in his
department for repid but correct application of the agrarian law.

18, "The day after the return from Moscow of the Secretary Gereral of the Gommunist
Party, Jose Manuel Fortuny, en orgenlzation known as the Union of Free Workers
issued = statement opposing the maneuvers of the Communists in the Guatemalan
Confederation of Labor, The statement sald the Union Nacional de Trabajadores
is an organization active in Pablic-life, It said, tWe will fight for the workers
of Guatemala, lmowing very well thay they are victims, partly from & blow of men !

without 2 couhtry, a blow from the Communists who have come to create an end
without its unnecessary problems and who are guilty today.! The Union denied
1t had been taken under the GGIG's ving and said that it had been founded with-
out politicel maneuvers. At the same time it condemned the Communist measures,

19. "At the Incatecu shoe factory the workers ousted their Communist union leaders
who were charged with seeking ta turn the factory into a Communist cell and
with obstructing the cordial worker-employer relationships,

20. "For the second time in almost a year the GuAtemalan govermment had refused .to

exhibit a US motion picture dealing withCommmism, The picture entitled

'El Filo de la Vida' was suspended on f#le day of its premiere but the Minister

of -Public Education, Ardoque%’hgi; Yafter 1t had been revised again by the
censore, ordered = complete prohibiilon of the picture. The first US motion
plcture dealing with the Communis Problem which was prohibited was'The Red
Menace!. 1In the meantime, the Sgfiet film, 'El Gran Gonciertot is being exhi-
bited in Guatemala City and this’ was described by 'El Espectador' on Jenuary 5
as 'a compelling and subtle plege of Soviet propaganda.

Lo "Although reports heve been published in G tenala Clty that Guatemala will de
represented at the Yerch Conforence of 4o Organization of Americau States,
Foreign Minister Rafl Qsegueda so far Mas refused to confirm or deny them and
will say only, 'Guatemals belongs tg/the 0AS.' He declined to say whether this
meant Guatemala would be present, he newspaper 'Imparcial' published with
great prominence g version saving/that Guatemala will attend and that the dele=
gation will be headed by Torielld, assisted by Manue ich, Ex-Foreign Minister
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and Ex-Ambasssdor to Uruguay. Galich has been appointed Ambassador to Argentina,
Osegueda is expected to 80 to Uruguay sl though there have been reports he will -
retire to private life, 'Imparcial!, who said that its information came from

&n extra-official source, added that Ex-President Arévalo declined to be g
member of the delegation for personal, reasgrﬂ: but he had counseled the atten~
dance of Guatemsla at the meeting, Osegpt

merely that the Guatemalen government
during the month of January, There some speculation that the fingl decs-
sion would be not to attend in viey/of the increased &ppearance of unfriendly
cotment in the official circles gfout the conference. The FRG, whose Secretary
dagusto Cher nemd MacDonald, issued g statement
that said the conference consiftutes & conspiracy against Guatemale and is a
‘mechenism for plems of inte entionists.

22, "So far there has been no confirmation 4 Weshington reports Guatemalsa is ebout
to renev diplomatic relations with Vénezuela, The Venezuelans have expressed
their readiness to resume diplomafde relations,

besidee Toriello, moves presidential s etery Jaine Dfaz Rorzzotto into the
post of Minister of Economy and Labor lacing Rodberto Fandul.,

2k, "Although Renl Sierra Franco has taken over =g Finance Minister, a hitch has
developed in the ascension of his predecessor, Gergori n Betets to the
Presidency of the Instituto de Fomento de la Produccidn. This cnange was made
Jamary 6, and a week later Prem Beteta still had not been sworn in, Instead
of resigning as breviously reported, Prem Betete told reporters his replace~

23. "There has been no official announcement of” he pending cabinet changes which,
e

|

f
with his new job. There has been no reeson given for the delay in his assump~ . #
tion of the INFOP post except that he has been conferring with Sierra Franco é

about the workings of the Treasury. The former director of the INFOP, Angel -

hez lar, was trensferred to the. Ministry of Agriculture. So far the only %
comment on this cabinet change has been in ‘Impacto! which says the appointment |
of Sierra Franco is an 'indication of the beginning of an end of an era in whiché
varty leaders were appointed to the ministerial posts for political reasons and T%

that an era of better administration is now pending, %

%

3

25. "Roberto Fanjul continues as Minister of Economy despite the report he would
be succeeded by Jeime Dfaz Rozzotto. Fanjul returned January 13 from a week's
visit to Los Angeles, on ,which he was &ccompanied by President Arbeng! private
secretary, Humbertd onzelez Jufrez. 'ml Bspectador! deseribed as mysterious!
the visit to Los Angeles ™
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